Asymptomatic carotid arterial disease in patients presenting with angiographically proven coronary artery disease.
Atherosclerosis is a systemic and progressive disease process. However, the patterns of disease and the sequence of arterial involvement need further definition. A select group of patients initially presenting with coronary arterial disease was evaluated for evidence of hemodynamically significant carotid arterial disease. Eight per cent of patients were found to have hemodynamically significant carotid arterial disease by the oculopneumoplethysmography (Gee OPG). This low incidence of carotid arterial disease is in contrast to patients who present with carotid arterial disease who are found to have a high incidence of coronary artery disease. This would suggest that either the coronary artery disease develops first or that there is a specific pattern of atherosclerotic vascular disease where patients have coronary artery disease without hemodynamically significant carotid disease. Long-term follow-up on patients initially presenting with coronary arterial disease will help further define this question.